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Protocol of the General Assembly 
of the European Colloid & Interface Society (ECIS) 

held hybrid during the 35th ECIS Conference 
Athens, Greece 

9 September 2021, 18:30 (Central European Time) 
 
Dganit Danino (President) presiding. 
Pierandrea Lo Nostro (Secretary) recording. 
 
Due to Covid19 restrictions, only online voting will be available for the election of 
the New Vice President. All other polls will be collected online, and in the conference 
room openly by a show of hands. 
 
AGENDA 
 
1. Opening 
2. Approval	of	the	minutes 
3. Account of the 2021 ECIS meeting 
4. Future ECIS Conferences: 
     a. ECIS 2022 Chania, Crete: Account of the organization (G. Petekidis). 
     b. ECIS 2023/2024: Sorrento (L. Paduano). 
     c. European Student Colloid Conference (Hungary): Account of the organization 
(T. Szabo). 
5. Election of New ECIS Vice President (SECRET BALLOT ONLINE only) 
6. Financial Report (A. Fery) 
7. Changes in the Statutes 
8. Lifetime membership (Th. Zemb) 
9. ECIS on the web 
10. Special  ECIS Student conference 2023 (Th. Zemb) 
11. Update on the 2022 IACIS meeting (W. Briscoe) 
12. AOB 
13. Closing 
 
1) Opening 
The President opens the General Assembly (GA). 62 persons participate: 32 persons 
are connected online and 30 persons are present in the room. 
 
2) Approval of the minutes 
The minutes of the GA from September 2020 in Haifa and March 2021 online were 
distributed through the mailing list in advance. 
The President asks if anyone wants to make comments or changes to these 
documents. No change is requested. The minutes for the General Assemblies in 
September 2020 and March 2021 are approved unanimously by the General Assembly 
(GA). 
 
3) Account of the 2021 ECIS meeting 
The Conference Chair, Aris Xenakis presents to the audience the final report for the 
35th ECIS conference held in Athens. The conference is run in hybrid mode, in 
presence (with 4 parallel sessions) and online. In total there were 593 participants 



	 2	

(356 in presence and 237 online), 308 PhD students, 43 post-docs and 242 senior 
participants. The organizers received 618 abstracts: 354 for poster presentations, 220 
for oral contributions and 44 for keynotes. 
 
4) Updates on the future (2022 and 2023) conferences 
a) 36th ECIS, Chania, 4-9 September 2022: George Petekidis presents details on the 
organization. All information are available online at www.ecis2022.org. The short 
course before the conference will take place in Heraklion. The registration fee is the 
same as it was decided last year. Online participation will be possible. Some deadlines 
concerning the abstract submission and acceptance should be shifted. 
b) 37th ECIS, Sorrento, 2023: Luigi Paduano presents an update on the organization. 
The proposed hotel can host all activities and is easily reached from the Naples 
airport. A room will be around 200 €/night/person but the price is still under 
negotiation. For the other costs the organizers will soon contact the hotel and come 
out with an offer. 
The President opens the online voting for the 37th ECIS meeting. 
61 - YES  and 1 - NO. 
c) 18th European Student Colloid Conference, Hungary, 26-30 June 2022: Tamas 
Szabo gives a report on the next Student conference in Hungary. The conference will 
be in 26-30 June 2022, delayed by one year due to the pandemic. Sponsors are about 
to be contacted. The website will be available in a few weeks from now. The site 
(Szeged) is well connected to the Budapest airport. 
 
5) Election of New ECIS Vice President (SECRET BALLOT ONLINE only) 
The President invites Debora Berti to present the nomination of Tommy Nylander to 
the Vice President office.  The nomination was announced in the website in June 
2021, as required by the Statutes. 
Berti recalls the commitment of Nylander to the ECIS community and to Colloid & 
Surface Science since the early 2000's. Nylander hosted an ECIS conference in Lund. 
The President opens the online voting for the election of Tommy Nylander as next 
Vice President of ECIS. 
By secret vote, 36 - YES  and 1 – Abstention, the GA elects Tommy Nylander for the 
next ECIS Vice President. Tommy Nylander accepts the vote and thanks the GA. 
 
6) Financial Report  
Andreas Fery, the treasurer of ECIS, presents the financial report of ECIS for the 
period 

31.08.2020 – 26.07.2021 
Girokonto (Checking account): Started with 10.979,21 € and ends with 43.061,56 € 
Zuwachssparen (Savings Account): Started with 44.473,99 and ends with 0 €. 
The saving account of the Society has been cancelled and transferred to the checking 
account as approved before by the GA.  
 
On the checking account, the following transactions were taken:  
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There is no extraordinary activity, the income-outcome being related to the prizes and 
awards and to the 2021 and 2022 conferences. The budget has already been circulated 
together with the agenda of this GA to all ECIS members. The pandemic represented 
and still does a challenge to ECIS. In the long run the Society may have to decide to 
get additional funding to support its activities.  
The financial report was checked by Michael Gradzielsky. Gradzielsky confirms the 
correctness of the presented budget and the agreement between the provided 
documents. Fery asks if anyone wants to make comments on the budget. 
 
The President opens the online voting on discharging the board. The financial report 
is accepted by the GA by 58 - YES and 2 – Abstention. The board is discharged. 
 
7) Changes in the Statutes 
The proposed changes to the Statutes have been circulated by the Secretary before the 
GA to all ECIS members on 1 September 2021. It is recalled that since ECIS is 
registered in Germany, the legally binding documents (including the Statutes) are the 
German version, which has been double checked by a lawyer and by the financial 
offices to make sure it complies with the current legislation that regulates the status of 
non-profit organizations. Andreas Fery presents the proposed changes to the statutes 
as follows (the German version is official):  
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For non-German speaking members the Statutes have been translated into English. 
Fery opens the discussion. 
The President opens the online voting for the changes to the Statutes. 
57 - YES and 2 - Abstentions. 
 
8) Lifetime membership 
The President invites Thomas Zemb to speak about this issue that he proposed for the 
agenda. Zemb says that it is good for the Society to have each year in the annual 
conference 3-4 lifetime members and/or retired past presidents. To achieve this goal it 
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is good to have a short list of past presidents and lifetime members, and if these 
people come to the annual meeting they will not have to pay the registration fees. 
Thomas Zemb believes in fact that this should be already the current rule. 
The President recalls that it was decided that the honorary members and retired past 
presidents can join the meetings for free. Zemb says that a good number of such 
participants would be five. The Vice President Leontidis seconds Zemb's views. The 
President recalls that this is actually the current rule and therefore there is no need for 
a new poll on this subject. 
 
9) ECIS on the web 
This point was withdrawn. 
 
10) Special ECIS Student conference in 2023 
Thomas Zemb proposes a Special ECIS Student conference in France in 2023, the 
week before the Sorrento conference, with lectures from senior ECIS scientists. The 
main topics should be Colloids and viruses and Colloids and sustainable agriculture. 
Lo Nostro asks for more information about the costs for the attendees. Zemb says that 
the conference will be free, as it is going to be paid by his Institution. The attendees 
will pay only for the hotel (supposedly cheap at the beginning of September) and for 
traveling. 
The President opens the online voting for the Special ECIS Student conference 2023. 
53 - YES and 6 - Abstentions.  
 
11) Update on the 2022 IACIS meeting 
The President invites Briscoe to give the update on the IACIS conference next year. 
Briscoe recalls that the goal of IACIS is to promote the international cooperation in 
colloid and interface science and to organize a triennial conference. This year's 
conference was postponed and will be organized next year in hybrid mode in Brisbane 
(Australia). Abstract submission will open in October 2021. 
 
12) AOB 
Janne-Mieke Meijer from Eindhoven, speaking on behalf of Remco Tuinier, recalls 
that the Overbeek Foundation is in the need of financial support by companies to fund 
the Overbeek Gold Medal, and that the Overbeek Foundation is happy to receive 
support from ECIS on this matter. The Vice President observed that this issue has to 
be discussed within the Board and not in the General Assembly. The President states 
that this will be subject of communications within the Board by email in the future. 
 
13. Closing 
The President thanks everybody for joining the General Assembly and closes the 
meeting. 
  
 
 
 
Pierandrea Lo Nostro    Dganit Danino 
ECIS Secretary    President, Chair of the ECIS General Assembly 
 
Athens (hybrid), 9th September 2021 


