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Message from the Editor

Dear colleagues, ECIS members

The 39th ECIS conference was held this year with great
success in Bristol, UK. This time, it was eorganized
with the Joint Colloid Group of the Royal Society of
Chemistry (RSC) and the Society of Chemical Industry
(SCI) of Great Britain. The collaboration worked in an
excellent way, due to the efforts of many people in all
three organizations, under the overall supervision and
coordination of Prof. Wuge Briscoe of the University of]
Bristol.

<

In the ECIS General Assembly in Bristol, ECIS members
present voted a new Vice President in office: this is Prof.
Luciano Galantini from the University of Roma, La Sa-
pienza, a longime ECIS member. We welcome Luciang
and wish him every success in hisyéar term of service
in the ECIS Board. At the same time, Prof. Regine von
Klitzing becomes ECIS President, and Prof. Tommy
Nylander ECIS Past President for the next two years.
Since there have been many changes in the Board in the
last few years, the current Board members are presented
in brief in this issue.

The scientific level of the Bristol conference was once
more at the established high scientific standards of EC
(and RSC of course this timel!). A large number of dele
gates from the UK, and the usual large number of your
delegates at the PhD and postdoctoral levels created 3
special atmosphere.
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Message from

the editor
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The final report from the Bristol conference is presented
in this issue.

The historical 40th ECIS conference will be held in Grana-
da, Spain, in September 2026. We are happy to provide
preliminary information and advertisement for the Grana-
da event, based on input f
ganizer, Prof. Arturo Moncho Jorda of the University of
Granada.

A conference on the combination of scattering and ther-
modynamic methods will be offered in December in ILL,
Grenoble, and there is a special session honoring Prof.
Thomas Zemb, a longtanding member of ECIS, on the
occasion of his retirement.

The Student Colloid Conference will also have a new edi-
tion in 2026, this time in the beautiful Donostia area in

San Sebastian in the Basque country. We invite all Euro-
pean Colloid research groups to send graduate students
and postdocs to this conference. The experience for young
scientists is unique and unforgettable!

Finally, for the benefit of our members this issue contains
information for a few conferences related to Colloids and
Interfaces that will take place in 2026.

Happy reading!

On behalf of the Board
E. Leontidis
(Editor of ECIS newsletter)
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The ECIS Board now!
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Prof. Regine von Klitzingis the current President of ECIS. She is a
Professor for Soft Matter Physics in the Department of Physics of

the Technical University of Darmstadt in Darmstadt, Germany. She
has been an active member of the ECIS community since 2001 and a
recipient of the Syensqo/Solvay award in 2023.

Prof. Luciano Galantini is the new Vicé’resident of ECIS, elected
this month by the General Assembly in Bristol. He is a Professor of
Physical Chemistry in the Department of Chemistry of the Sapienza
University in Rome, Italy. Luciano is a longtime ECIS member and
organized the 2016 annual ECIS conference in Rome.

Prof. Tommy Nylander is the current Past President of ECIS. He is
a Professor of Physical Chemistry in the Department of Chemistry of
Lund University in Lund, Sweden. Tommy was the organizer of the
2012 annual ECIS conference in Malmo.

Prof. Pierandrea Lo Nostro is the current Secretary of ECIS, a 6

year position which he holds since 2021. Pierandrea is a Professor of
Physical Chemistry in the Department of Chemistry of the Universi-
ty of Florence, Italy. He is a member of ECIS since 1988, and has
been a ceorganizer of the 2003 annual ECIS conference in Florence.

Prof. Matthias Karg is the current Treasurer of ECIS, afear
position which he holds since 2022. He is a Professor of Physical
Chemistry of Functional Polymers at the Martin Luther University
Halle-Wittenberg in Halle, Germany. Matthias is an ECIS member
since 2006.

Prof. Dominik Horinek is the current Webmaster of ECIS, a-ear
position which he holds since 2020. He is a Professor of Chemistry in
the Institute for Physical and Theoretical Chemistry of the Universi-

ty of Regensburg, in Regensburg, Germany. Dominik is an ECIS
member since 2013.
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This yeards ECI'S conference in Bristol,
to the spirit of ECIS conferences of the past several years. 578 researchers from 32 dif-
ferent countries attended the weelong meeting. There were also 22 singlay registra-
tions. As usual, the conference was attended by a large number of young researchers at
the PhD and postdoctoral level (estimated at about 200!). Given the fact that the Joint
Colloid Group of the RSC and the Society of Chemical Industry of Great Britain were
co-organizers, there was a large number of delegates (more than 200!) from the UK. We
hope that this conference will act as a catalyst to enhance the relations between UK Col-
loid Scientists and ECIS in the future.

Four plenary lectures, in addition to the Overbeek, Syensgo and Maria Miguel award
lectures, 14 invited talks, 38 keynote presentations and an additional 250 oral presenta-
tions in four parallel sessions were complemented by 190 poster presentations. All ses-
sions were very well attended. The scientific program of the conference (which was pa-
per-free for the first time!) can be downloaded froiitps://ecisukcolloids2025.org/
conferenceprogramme/This huge program was put in place through the efforts of 41
International Scientific Committee Members and 38 UK Scientific Committee Mem-
bers .

The Maria Miguel award was given for the first time in 2025, to a young, promising sci-
entist in the first few years of his/her career. We have presented the winner, PXlafs-
sandra Luchini of the University of Perugia, in our previous issue, where we also pre-
sented Profs. Robert (0Bob6é6) Thomas and
al and Syensgo award winners. Given the novelty of the prize, we must congratulate
Prof. Luchini once more for setting very high standards for this novel ECIS award.

The venue of the conference (Marriott Delta Hotel, Bristol City Center) turned out to be

a very convenient, surprisingly cozy choice, and the overall organization was efficient
and flawlessOn behalf of every ECIS member we would like to give our warmest

thanks to Professor Wuge Briscoe, the main conference organizer, but also to the rest of
the Bristol organizing team that made this conference a successful and memorable occa-
sion for everyone attending.

In the following few pages we include some more details and photographs from im-
portant moments of the conference.
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¥ The Board of ECIS with the Over-
| beek medal winner, Prof. Robert
=(0Bobo) Thomas

And with the very first
winner of the Maria Mi-
guel award, Prof. Ales-
sandra Luchini
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PrRaffaele Mezzen

ETH Zurich

2025 laureate of Colloid and Interface Science
Award sponsored by Syensqo
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{among many other events in the social pro-
| gram of the conference

Many happy people at
the conference banquet
held within the venue.
The musical event that
followed was character-
ized by a very large
number of dancers andj§
a very high decibel rat-
ing!
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ECIS president Tommy Nylander and Elsevier
representative Kai Wang congratulate an
Elsevier Poster Award winner
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The ECIS Board and Prof. Dganit Daning
(chairwoman of the oral award commit-
tee) during the prize ceremony
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Prof. Wuge Briscoe closing the conference and a tribute to the team that ran the show

A nice moment during the session dedicated to Prof. Brian Vincent
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As usual in ECIS conferences, a large number of oral and poster awards were given to
young scientists participating in the conference. The oral prize jury was chaired by
Prof. Dganit Danino, former ECIS President, and gave the following awards:

Awardee Country Sponsor
SeHyeong Jung Switzerland Elsevier
Ben Humphreys France Elsevier
Diana Cholakova Bulgaria Elsevier

Tine Stevens The Netherlands Ferroni

Jenni Engstedt Sweden Ferroni

Xichen Hu Finland Ferroni
Alessandro Cangiano Italy MDPI
Clare ReeZimmerman UK MDPI

A poster prize jury was chaired by Prof. Luciano Galantini (new ECIS Viggesident)
and gave the following awards:

Awardee Year from PhD Sponsor
Thanmaya Arunkumar <1 Langmuir
Jack Avery <1 Langmuir
Teun Verouden <1 Soft Matter
Vighnesh Balkrishna Lokare <1 Soft Matter
Marshall Machingauta <1 Elsevier
Aleksandra Szarwaryn <1 Elsevier
Ben Kew <7 Elsevier
Emilio Romero-Ribeiro <1 Elsevier
Edwin C. Johnson <7 Elsevier

Johanna Fredriksson <1 MDPI -Polymers
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Finally, a great many thanks are due to the many conference sponsors, who contributed
In numerous ways to the great success of the 39th ECIS conference. Without their gen-
erosity it would be impossible to keep the conference fees to a reasonable level, and it

would also be impossible to provide the numerous awards to young scientists, for which

ECIS conferences are well known.
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Besides participating in the overall organization of the conference, RSC was also a spon-
sor (Soft Matter awards for two posters). ACS was also a sponsor, (Langmuir awards)
through the sponsorship of two poster awards, as was the (linge supporter and

sponsor of ECIS conferences) Ferroni Foundation with three oral presentation awards
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In 2026, ECIS conferences will return to Spain (we remind our members that the 2017 confer-
ence was held in Madrid), this time in the wonderful city of Granada. The website of the con-
ference is still under construction, but keep looking for new informationhttps://
eventos.ugr.es/ecis2026/
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The venue of the conference is within the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Granada, so

the conference returns to a university campus after the last several years. The campus is easily
accessible from the center of the historic city of Granada.
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The welcome reception will take place at the Colegio Mayor Santa Cruz la Real, a historic and
beautiful venue renowned for its rich heritage and architectural charm. Located in the heart of
Granada, this iconic building offers an enchanting atmosphere, with elegant courtyards and a
unique blend of history and culture. Its central location makes it easily accessible and a perfect
setting to welcome attendees to the conference.

31y

The organizing team, led by Prof. Arturo Moncho Jorda, promises a great conference dinner as
well at La Mamunia Restaurant, a distinguished venue renowned for its beautiful gardens and
spacious dining areas. This elegant setting offers a perfect blend of fine cuisine and a relaxed
atmosphere, providing an ideal environment for networking and celebrating the event.
(estimated 80 euros)
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Conference Topics

As usual, the conference topics will cover most important areas of colloid and interface science:
It is important to note that each topic will be explored through experimental studies, theoreti-
calmodels, and computesimulations. The conference aims to provide a dynamic forum where
theorists and experimentalists can meet, share insights, and foster new collaborations. This is
why the organizers do not propose separate theoretical topics in the following list:

1) Colloid and Interface Science for Biomedical Applications and Biomaterials

2) Colloid and Interface Science in Industry, Environment, Sustainability, Cosmetics and Food
3) Colloids at Interfaces: Membranes, Emulsions, and Foams

4) Micro-, Nano-, Optofluidics, and Rheology of Complex Fluids

5) Wetting Phenomena: Superhydrophobicity, Capillary, and Surface Interactions

6) Active and Bioinspired Soft Materials

7) Polymers, Polyelectrolytes, Gels, Hydrogels, Glasses, and Liquid Crystals

8) Dynamics, Stability, SelfAssembly, and Phase Behavior of Complex Fluids

9) Individual and Collective Behaviors of Colloids under External Fields

There will also exist two special sessions devoted to the following topics:

S1) Machine Learning and ABased Methods for Colloids and Interfaces

S2) Scattering, Imaging, and Other Analytical Techniques Applied to Colloids and Interfaces
Conference fees

These are still under discussion with the ECIS Board. At the moment, the following options for
early bird registration are oon the tabl eod:

Option 1) 700 euros (regular participant & industry representatives); 400 euros (student/
retirees)

Option 2) 700 euros (regular participant & industry representatives); 375 euros (student/
retirees)

Option 3) 675 euros (regular participant & industry representatives); 375 euros (student/
retirees)

The final level of the fees will be known later, but will certainly be one of these three options.
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Four excellent scientists have already accepted to give plenary talks and will complement the
winners of the ECIS awards (Overbeek, Syensqo, Maria Miguel, possibly Lyklema) of 2026

More on the conference and the excellent Social Program that is beingupawill be available
soon on the website and in our next newsletter! See you next September in Granada!
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